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Budapest’s
new beauties

Emiel Lamers has selected 25 discreet but remarkable contributions
to the Hungarian capital’s fabric by a new generation of architects.

= HUNGARY — TEXT: EMIEL LAMERS, ILLUSTRATION: MENNO WITTEBROOD

architecture is known chiefly for the organic works

of Imre Makovecz and his followers. This idiosyn-

cratic style was pushed into the background by the political

and economic changes of 1990. In no time at all it seemed, big,

bland shopping centres were popping up all over the capital,

while vacant sites along the city’s motorways were colonized

by the familiar corrugated iron boxes housing international

retail chain stores. As @ rule there was little time and concern
for the quality of the architecture, let alone innovation.

Recent years have seen an i inthe

O utside Hungary, late twentieth-century Hungarian

the glazed roof of the Godor Klub (3) In 1998 construction
began on this site for a new National Theatre to a futuristic
design by Ferenc Ban. When the Fidesz party assumed power,
the plan was cancelled and a design competition for a club
to fill the already excavated pit was won by a group of young
architects. A new National Theatre was eventually built at the
so-called Millennium Centre on the Danube, but to a neo-clas-
sic design by Méria Siklds.

From the Godor Klub we walk along the tree-lined Andrassy
(it Number 9 was once the headquarters of ING Bank and
i . The conversion and extension

field of architecture, this time of a more modest, retiring char-
acter. Scattered here and there around the city are renovation
and new-build projects that put Budapest on the architectural
map of the 21st century. No high-rise projects, which are still
not permissible under current building regulations, but mostly
small-scale interventions tucked away in the city's various dis-
tricts, The search for this new generation of buildings begins
on Vartsmarty Square in the centre of the Pest district. In the
very first issue of A10, | wrote about a shopping centre (1)
that was to be built here. Since then, the 1960s building has
been demolished and work has commenced on the renovation
of the ‘Vigado® building behind. The mock-up on the comer of
the building site already offers a foretaste of what the com-
plex’s diamond-shaped glass facade will look like.

Astroll through the recently spruced-up park on Erzebeth
Square brings us tothe corner of Sas utca and the Kartell shop

. The interior design by Dém architects is an interplay of
light, shadow and reflection in which the detailing is as airily
designed as the plastic furniture on display here. At one end
of Erzsébeth Square is a shallow pool that is simultaneously
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of the 1883 Brull Palace by EEA architects dates from 1994
butit s still one of the most progressive designs in the capital
Sadly, the whale-shaped conference room on the glass roof
of the atrium is not open to visitors. But it's worth walking
around the corner to number 12 Paula Ede utca, from where

opposite Miklds Ybl's 1884 National Opera at number 27, is
Caprice Jewellers (5) The oak and imitation leather interior
was designed by minusplus with great attention to the detail-

Scattered here and
there around the city are
renovation and new-build
w pro%ects that put Budapest
on the architectural map
of the 21st century.

(=

the canted rear elevation can be seen. Back on Andréssy Gtand |

ing of the display cases where all the hinges and fixings have
been carefully hidden from view.

Past Oktogon Square, on the left side of Andrassy ut, stands
the controversial House of Terror (6) For twelve years its cel-
lars were used as a prison, first by the Nazis in 1944-1945 and
subsequently by the communist state security police. In sunny
weather, the word ‘terror' is projected onto the facade via cut-
outs in the deep steel awning. The slow descent by lift to the
torture chambers is an experience in its own right.

The journey to the next building on the itinerary can be
pursued underground by means of the 111-year-old, superbly
refurbished metro line, Exit at Hasok tere (Heroes Square)
and there on your right you will see the prestigious new ING
Bank headquarters (';) The curved metal lines running
horizontally across the backward-leaning vertical facade are
intended by architect Erick van Egeraat to set up a relation
with the adjacent former trade union building, which was
also built by his firm. On the north-east side of the city park,
in the leafy suburb of Zugld, stands the Snooker Centre (8)
(see A10 #9). There was no money for doing up the exterior
and the budget for the interior was far from generous, but the
architects still managed to create a good-looking, chic interior.
Asin the Caprice shop, the painted walls were decorated using
an old-fashioned roller stencil. Above the snooker tables hang
luminaires made from orange sun blind material, designed
especially for this project.

From garden café to No House

A fascinating phenomenon that is particularly evident in
the 7th and 8th districts is that of the temporary open-air
cafés — dilapidated courtyards that have been turned into
dludctive garden cafés with a minimum of means. The oldest
(2001) and best known is the Szimpa kert {garden) at number
14 Kazinczy utca.

At the end of the vast swathe of cleared land behind the
Corvin cinema (the future site of the Corvin shopping prom-
enade) is the new, temporary location of the fashionable Nagy
West-Balkén club (Qg Ina garden decked out with coloured
lighting, sculptures and a projection screen, stands a little
building made of polycarbonate sheeting; from here 3 short
tunnel of the same material delivers you into an unexpectedly
big covered courtyard where there are often shows in the eve-
nings. A contemporary arts centre is located on the upper floor
of the same complex. On the other side of the busy Ullgi Gt is
the Holocaust Memorial Centre (1 0), built in 2002. The
eight-metre-high walls surrounding a courtyard are engraved
with names of the 600,000 Hungarian-Jewish victims of the
Second World War. The museum itself is below ground level
and takes the form of an affecting promenade that ends in the
restored synagogue.

The new Millennium Centre beside the Danube is also
worth a visit, if only because of the enormous scale, Hungar-
ian/Canadian developers Trigranit are building a lot of offices
and high-end apartments here. Close to the bridge stands the
Palace of the Arts (11) (see A10 #6). Given this project’s high
aspirations, the finished facade is a bit of a disappointment,
but inside the architects pulled out all the stops in terms of
design and materials. The bookshop boasts an interesting col-
lection of art and architecture books!

On the other side of the Danube, close to the Petdfi Bridge,
is @ 1960s Ukrainian cargo boat that has been moored >

SHOPPING CENTRE

Architects: Gydrgy Fazakas and Paul Viguier

Compltian: 2007-2008
Address: Vorssmarty tér (5th distric)

KARTELL SHOP

Architects: Dém Architecture Studio
Completed: 2000

Address: Sas utca 2 {5th districy

GODOR KLUB

Architects: Firka Eitész Stodio
Completed: 2002

Address: Erzsébet tér (Sth district

ING BANK & NN
HEADQUARTERS

Aechitects: EEA Erick van Fgeraat
associated architects

Completed: 1994

Address: Andrssy 619 (6th disurict)

CAPRICE JEWELLERS
Architects: minusplus_architects
Completed: 201

Address: Andrdssy 0t 27 (6ih district)

Architects: A, F.Kovics. | Sdndor, K. Ujszészy
Completed: 2002
Address: Andréssy Gt 60 {6th district)

ING HEADQUARTERS

Acchitects: EEAErick van Egeraat
asscciated architects

Completed: 2005

Address: Dozsa Gydrgy Gt 84/ (6th districy)

SNOOKER CENTRE

Architects: GEON Epfésztidio it
Completed: 20
‘Address: Szuglé utca 65 (14th district)

NAGY WEST BALKAN

Architects: Gabor Aratd
Completed: 2006
‘Address: Futd utca 48 (8th district)

HOLOCAUST

MEMORIAL CENTRE
Architects: Istvdn Mny, Attla Gt
Completed: 2004

Address: Pava utca 39 (Sth districy

VILLA BARABAS
Architects: Péter Basa, Borbéla Parizén,
Adém Reisz

Completed: 2003
‘Address: Vérosmajor utca 4 (12th district)

PALACE OF THE ARTS
Architects: Zoboli, Demeter and sssociates
Completed: 2005

‘Address: Xomor Marcell utca 1

Architects: £va Gaspar
Completed: 2006
Address: Trombitas utca 11 (2nd district)

1 SCANDESIGN SHOWROOM

1 2 Architects: Balzs Ded, Mikids Miltenberg

er-Miltényl, Lészid Vincaa (VM Mavek)
Completed: 2003
Address: Petdf bridge, Buca side

HEGYHAT HOUSE

Rechitects: D6m Architecture Studio
Completed: 2000

Address: Normafa, Hegyhat utca 21
{7eh district)

MILLENARIS PARK
Architects: Ujirany
Completed: 2001

Address: Kis Rokus utca (20d district)

[ESN
BUDAORS TOWN HALL.
Architects: Liszlo Kalmir, Zsolt Z5uffa
5

Completed: 200
Address; Szabadsdg i 134, Budaiirs

GLASS CONCRETE PAVILION
Architect: Zsuzsanna Fekete
Completed: 2005

Address: Kis Rékus vtca (2nd disrict)

PADAR HOUSE
Architects: Liszlo Kalméf, Zsoit Zsufta
Completed: 2005

Address: Széchenyl utca/ Zichy Péter utca
25, Budadrs
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21 buildings from the 21st century

CONTEMPORARY
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mobile sun protection
temporary/ optional

new double layered facade
multimedial usable
openable

roof garden -

foyer temporary exhibition
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Werkstétten
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Garderobe - /)
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multifunctional exhibition hall
Lager
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Two architects from different generations, one educated before, the other after

the fall of communism in Hungary;
established in 2003. What unites Gabor and Bence Turdnyy is not the
e recognizable architectu a

a sl

design and an open working

Emiel Lamers interviews father and son

TTHUNGARY — TIIT. DMEL SRS PRCICCMAY, TS0 W

vle but a flexible

together they head T2a, the practice they

wsuit of

hproach to architectural

relationship. This has resulted in a wide range of
‘natural’ buildings that appear to have grown out of their immediate surroundings.
No ‘starchitecture’ but contemporary ‘popular’ architecture. A10 correspondent

ranyi.

Father and son

ExnlelLamers Can you sl 1 how you strtd your office
oRether | W 11 2 conschus deckionby the o o of you of
44 the dnsathn evol e gdsaly?

Wo Rave M ay: CGD 00Ut IEPONTE
UGB W32 20 ySars hd When w2 3 I b, | sccompaniad
Ty fachar O S Npacsans, e o INGIped meakur plaes
38 COMpITOM dramn s DUIng Ty Wiy yaars, [was
ENEE tha PP LRy WD En ANKIERT IT{RcTs. Witk this

iew

>
p—
Q
o
b=

f
£

i

is.7
i

POTTUNY 31 COUNS3 Came 2 LI U3ar 3l 6 ST A TEApen-
11y, bec| W T3 020 13 1IN .| UK THaEIFeri-
SR Of Y FIRers Wachings hatpad 2101 N hadavaapmant
af aur p oW F3ch ahar
WD RTWONTE, Which Matas things wark really et Deady andt
@63 w3 33 fOus 00 e FRPOITant chings. 13 e 1 wart
Wity fachar 35 bng 25 poasble, Dat TINGS C0 EC 3 S

0 047 pn CEUS0NS 096 of Ta mOs Impertant
1Wngs 1A Kamed Fam 1M aver hayaay, & that K3 nat
W3NS 3 3903 1HNE I NG 13 Whatwe DNIR 12 Mgt Tha
WK B CORSTaTy NG rg 2 1 ar peatenwiia It sowa
16311 b Madls.
EL: Havoy ou avided tasks In the e years youve besn
workingogecher?

We ConTeMcra iy ovida ha tats. We dacuss
EIYDUTE 30D Wa LR 034 51 O Wak 10 Td g aa that
We i T8 103 Sr0enerEy foe T B dngs 3k tanarg |
AV 1 33T TG TRy 100 BINCE 13 MENE 300 TS LIREMD
Wi aMTa naagaTentard ssnas s
BT Iis s 11 i Tha st years | R conizousy Ted 1
136 e a1 8 MINIEETIATI, CORCATUIIING 08 WIETRG
1385 W the 11T pagpls. Of crarsa, wa ol mats ceuzans
MO L0 MPOIGNE OF LT INEK QUITIT. BIC e s
mt;gn STy 5503 | STIad WaIrkng o0 Wme projec by
st ek, | STHINAICIIL NPE PgWhaWE I a
3CTAOTA0LE 33EEUA sboutnur W b My facher svigns ahan
VT 3 D06 CRrS PRIV
EL:Whatareths positve 2spects of 2 fackegson o ke
Tl praceicn 3nd There akoarwerss side’
LT Ubawa put 536, W 3ppRaciang Dy 208 D wax n 3
ULSING 3 SN TTONI THe raversa BT Wal 32
3 tachar | IR bt @ Bnees otaund Drgwonng
tours
BT nave m sy that | 6 anly ohe Danat s of s sinsaseon,
which & urigua Howavar, | Trimy Tathar har taGn may
COAG0ES CROZATL I L 103 0MCE WHars We 3re now. fm
QAU JLER 11 PSSTI EEET 635y 13 1M IWIDE M fim 3ame
IR 302 DY EH DeN 33 16 LTy, 31 03 ome [was nat
Ll awzaol nEpnEs:.
EL Doy ou manage 1o sricdy separatey o private and
professionad Wesi
CT: Naauraly, TerE 31 SEITIATRET JOCMIITEL DIESE
15 1 PAIEOC  tha Fraceis 3T Workng ©o 3 project. But
15653 15 30 LPWTITIN ML DIWER L 331 90 Gka ny atiee
TOTS or CONACI Back Sona

lnr?c Rappans DEC335E WA hava harmed 3 W1 Tam ohe past.
N 1RG farTly, STGERIR I MOre or 1235 3w 345 anabjee ol
COPNRISI008, DT WE COA'T dBtuss aTEE Mans i hame
Iy mees.
EL: Do you have 3 particular working mechod for all
Projects, or doss [td KR rom one projecreo the other 7
G ™ha An 53aps 379 Sy vary smationst Bves shar 3l
Tae was 150 3150 2 naw PRt 2 i I1had revar pErned
3 9315 DIfEee. For CVGE VRN 163500, VErY 30 Baad: chtarent
Meth)dr; JONTENRT tha JEITNG pONT & 3V DA J0naLr
3 CORSTUCUON O 3 Nl DUt i may A happen 12 04 3
b
BT Tha maw: ITpITanc oG & i 16 SN of 3
paIKlar 300N 300 forrela e Mght Jeowars. Thas
has © be 3 BF3903 Dawaan ANcaces, BCIIEn, 196 UEnC
302 00r own 10635 THE U 3 2016 IXE; £ 3y 016 et
SOTITIIEL WE I3 N TR AT 3FeENE [0 0% L
1, VY J0 18 S50 115 DWN profect 6% gTer who

:umuus'ga'z»q m Re m%;nmm fodow
wizch gingan
L Gabor, conkdy ou Tl s Nw ok way Jrchioects' work-
g mechods have changed Is Hungary sice te poltical
e of 10007

L TH6 P33 WEAing machad has O baczLza of e
%vnw nmr::gnuprzm:?;’m'lwxmd
FThenad pracoes ATTTRECIS WD hal wiitad b o
2030 WETE KEDl 20 1 32 Meelarca TYG IDaraGd oo
J0ukz. The 20w 2ZIGWTENG 12 1CProiages, Wik Saont
Daan V3 1ok  us umil ohes, Broeghe naw o 0.

LW havan't ao1Ead 2ay dEC 3N N ha Conoa,
POMEV DEXaZA of 08 EU procwrament TeUIEnT W
#% DY INTNSD N Imaieea camgeaena. Tt
PRI 36 DI I RINT 10N 1131 W2 ING TS D
LEO MENGTS, SR011TSS 1 Lo 330 tal 1 broader horgons
NAVEENES L5 et w00 T AINCE. FaT Darple, Wa parto-
n:)t!ﬁluumlu’smuloxm 10N for e naw
0ma Lerary of tha Tt R in Fragee.

EL Whae, In your view, coud be considered t ba ty plcal
Fuagar bn architecnure

GT: RuBgaTian FchRcTura |5 1a Mty of Du K 3nd fena-
1560 babdings of 109 12T OSSNV, I beowamn, Tere
DAV eeT PRaC perods, 1T 35 Edodin, Sasroeim
and Esuhaus, Wik hase TLencad Rngaren archnecs
Az REng, BT TEC VerY Wel krown, I3 0% taanfd,
funcoand 6T brck buings of tha 15605 Far us ™ Nt
ITPI13RC30UNE Of I BT3RS Hangaas fol sTinaars

nl y 3 i A M’ﬁ!
Towedas of 105 Aremalied TR ars witon o
1V 0300 ey e

BL Thess days, natensl thar st & 0ot 35 g«su‘nn His-
Ba1an NGNS 2 KU 03N 3, e 1560 andeaty
13503, The 2395 0f NN 300 OOCESLH N6tR, IO, 3018 thix
rREpRT | 561 L0 DS KI0N 31 g HUNGH I ITNISCLL 3
4101 Pagt 51X K TSE LA RE 11REID0 15 VG B gV IR
Dangoofaziored snd un-Eunpaan

EL Whar domn conshar t be the nal kswes facleg
archiers in Huagary 3t ths moment and what ar the

Batra 1131103 W [actad vrucnard 380 manr Sl o,
D1 ey we L bakd Smest ey g o sy iting

3 What is your e nce of corstructon In H
E‘mn- pzy(ou‘;sx? & thare 3 greaer mlmag
architecnural qualiy nowadays, of 3re CIms Nore wn-
cormed b0 Nonwy and quanckyi
GT: Nawy chens any Ld DININCCS G o, St
a3 Thers 34 3C183L 3 B3031NETDAr of o BPCIWhA RITE-
NE3 NIUTCE TN G306 6 16dWIT 33908 Fchiactand
DT FATTGLRTEI Quahy. THate a0 aven RS S WhI T
01 ATREECISTE 25 Part f OUr Cuate. Wa madt mard ard
e papa G the.
BT: Canaraly aaing, | am puiwve 3o 0 puelisg
changes. Wa RV ncomparatly PRI praunes maiy. |
TPK TSNy PN 3 |L51 513 00 0 raakTawhic 3 O £ip
wa have @ 1 3901031 peagieis IS pearie any win Fas
SIErIN T LT THS dVaop g swaraness s Lk ng place
31 mary Afferamt [avaly, 3D JTIKECIS 6 SECDIPRE N
Ty VM, 1113 501 T MOney-30 1113063 ChTE Tg 0f O Chved-
Oparswhich IS Tamest ITSTaEng AlRaIT el pricei1es o
O a0 2ITEk. SATEOMA £ T8 POt IEINT 0T and
IeMOay of pTRcs whith regeanely 31T 116 HTE G
wnlguilky.
EL: Has Hangary's admiszion to the EU In 2004 had any

BT Sameyaxsagm L8 T e 1ouasns
Which Jeraima o4 30t o Rt Tedsy ti na

your practicy’s mathod of workag and commis-
dom?

)
GL:A ange c6THacDoT ar van 3 chang af par
T 31 ACIRC 3% 30043 382 11 3 3aTry 12 find de Agee
RID0L. SATE 3N 39 pORIING 3 CRItin dracnan,
D11 Ik tha TRNgE af Rungaten Frchiaines har amay:
DN s ovars Ky, Thecha krge & 0 Andourownway. 11 bus-
N5 RITS, DOWEVEL WE OO 1S60 T Parate 3 30 INGRenSoana
el

ulmnlrtwg:wmmgmw Do roniEiE i 0R
RO Y 12 190 Eopaan and i noenzoon d sces. Far it we
haw 13 Clatlly oy reloans Witk o MG, our s
VaRUR, 352 93 SYINZIRGR ralS1NS WO 106 st of Buropa |
NaVE Lest ITPrEsIed by RCENC DUTIGATNG wart by Cra
and 11 3N G, | AIRK TG have bean partkulany st
sl n:rmvgunpnnm 183 reamzoanalaena
EL How does Hungarfan sechiecture relace 1o architec-
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‘We have to clarify our
relations with our heritage,
our historical values, an

to strengthen relations
with the rest of Europe.’
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Contemporary Architecture
along the Danube

.

International Architectural and Urban Design Workshop
Waterfront redevelopment: |zola-East
24-28 September 2012




