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Port and City – Divergence and Reconvergance – 
From Sameness to Authentic Waterfronts







Huis ten Bosch - Koshiikaen
Nagasaki – Japan

The world finest flower resort
European Resort of Flowers



- Artificial
- Superficial
- „Second nature“
- Perception of being natural
- No natural, historical context
- Disregard hydrological systems
- Separated from their context
- Not sustainable



Cycle of transformation:

– Retreat of the port - relocation

 – Neglect

 – Blight/decline

 – Planning

 – Implementation

 – Revitalisation
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• Comparative perspective

No two seaports are alike, 
and no seaport of the world is like another.



Water sides Land sides

Running waters
Rivers, seas

Standing waters,
Canals, lakes

Deep waters,
Rivers, oceans

Ownership / stakeholders

Public access

Responsibilities / Governance

Tide - flooding

Container handling

Shipyards

Seaport Industries

Navy

Fishing

Ferries, cruise ships

Marinas

Leisure



Seaports are places in which:

- local and the exotic
- foreign and familiar
- poverty and riches
- tradition and modernisation 

meet.

- culmination of innovations in 
   economy, society and culture
- „command centres“ 
- forerunners of globalisation











Avoid:

- trends for copies, kitsch and shaddy design
- avoid sameness (SHE)
- avoid history as themeparks –
  Disneyfication
- nostalgic images of the past
- monostructures

Try to:

- develop uniqueness (usp)
- history matters
- seaports have a specific urban / port culture
- to develop authenticity, local identity
- pro-active approach



Thanks for your kind attention!


